cannot fail to be of interest both to the medical profession and the public to have some idea of the relative causes of -death now, as compared with a period say one hundred years ago, and thus to gain some idea of the diseases -which have been stamped out by modern sanitation and those which have been engendered by modern modes of living. Unfortunately, the science of medicine does not permit of mathematical precision in its statistics, owing to the fact that diagnosis is continually being improved upon, so that many diseases which would now be tabulated under distinct headings would have formerly been thrown together in one class under some vague name.
In the " Annual Register " for 1800 we find a general 
